May 13th, 2001
Hi Gavin
HAPPY 20th BIRTHDAY!!! Thinking of you.

Got your letter this week. Thanks. Sounds as if the training you are doing is very tough. 

Still no e-mails. The company does not seem to have fixed the problem of incoming mail, so I sent them another note yesterday asking how long it would take to fix the problem. If the problem continues, I may have to get another e-mail company. Anyway, hope all is OK with you.


I mentioned last week about the Chinese dictionary I bought. Good, but I am surprised about the number of words that are not included. Still, I suppose that will be the case in a dictionary for this level. I have been using it to revise my dictionary so that the system of radicals is the same. (Radicals are bits of characters used to put characters in order in a dictionary.) The previous system I was using is based on traditional (complex) characters so sometimes the radicals look nothing like the real simplified characters (used in China). But the new system is based on the simplified system so most radicals are the same as bits of characters. As I was revising it, I was doing something that was deleting tone marks without realising it. By the time I discovered this, I had done several hours work so had to spend a lot of time fixing things up. 


The main event in Hong Kong this past week has been a 3-day economic forum similar to those that have been held in Seattle, etc. recently. President Jiang of China attended 24 hours and gave the opening speech. Bill Clinton was also there. However, there were none of the riots that occurred at the other venues. There were few protests and even these were carefully restricted to special areas not close to the venue by a heavy police presence. Of course, there was a lot of attention to the Falun Gung, who had to split up and hold their protests (silent and peaceful) in several different places. Many overseas Falun Gung practitioners were denied entry at the airport and deported. The US, Britain and Australia complained to HK about the deportation of citizens from their countries. There was a lot of criticism of this treatment by people here too. 


The spy-plane incident seems to have been almost resolved. Much more positive noises coming from China now. There is a US team on Hainan Island inspecting the ‘plane to see if it can be flown back. They say it can, after some repairs. However, the Chinese do not want to see the aircraft flying over their airspace and are insisting that it be taken to pieces and shipped back. From what I have read in NEWSWEEK, the commentators seem to think that the Bush administration handled the situation reasonably well. 


Saw on TV, the first flight of the world’s largest transport ‘plane, the Antonov AN-225. It has 6 jet engines and can carry about 250 cars! It was originally designed many years ago to hold a Russian Space Shuttle that never eventuated and the building of the ‘plane was put on hold. There was also a report of a Cathay Pacific Airways 747 which was hit by lightning 3 times shortly before landing here. The only damage was a cracked cockpit window. The incident occurred just as HK was about to get a heavy rainstorm. It was so black outside that ot was like the middle of the night and all street and vehicle lights were on. 

Also saw on TV the return of Ronald Biggs, the fugitive “Great Train Robber” who voluntarily returned to England after about 35 years on the run! He, with others held up a mail train in 1965 (?1963) and got away with millions of pounds that was on the train. The gang was caught and jailed, but Biggs escaped and managed to make his way first to Spain and then to Brazil. As Brazil and the UK do not have an extradition treaty (i.e. to swap criminals), he was able to stay there. Now, being very sick, he wanted to spend his last days in Britain, hoping that his illness will spare him from serving the remainder of his 30 years in prison. The have been a lot of hype and glorification of Biggs but no matter how much this seems appealing, the fact remains that the guy is still a crook and a fugitive!


I am busy writing the teacher’s book for Book 2 of the Singapore Science course. This is taking most of my time at the moment. I have been having some mild trouble with asthma in the past couple of weeks or so. It is a nuisance and although treatable with the inhalers, I would rather not use the medicine if it can be helped. If I am a little short of breath, I notice it especially when I am swimming. Similarly, when the airways are free, the swimming feels a lot easier.


I have run out of things to write about. I will now go to the supermarket for my once-a-week shopping then write letters to Leonie, Nadine and Nana and Granddad (largely a rearrangement of your letter). Then if I think of anything else to write, I will add it later.

Haven’t though of anything else, but will write it in pen before handing it to the reception for posting tomorrow morning for delivery.

Cheers and again Happy Birthday!
Dad
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